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Summary

The 2011 Sturgeon Fishing Report Card (Card) was issued to anglers at no charge through the
Automated License Data System (ALDS). Approximately 112,000 Cards were issued in 2011,
which was many more than in previous years. As of 08-Mar-2012", 9,841 Cards were returned to
the Department and 1,831 of those Cards had data on sturgeon catch.

Anglers reported the release of 89 green sturgeon, retention of 1,652 white sturgeon, and release
of 3,396 white sturgeon. Anglers reported total length measurements for 27 green sturgeon
(range 13-71 inches, average 31.3 inches). Of the white sturgeon retained, anglers reported total
length measurements for 1,645 (range 40-66 inches®, average 55.0 inches). Of the white
sturgeon released, anglers reported a total length measurement for 895 fish (range 12-96 inches,
average 42.9 inches).

Catch of green sturgeon was greatest in San Pablo and Suisun bays. Catch of white sturgeon
was greatest in Suisun Bay and in the Sacramento River from Rio Vista to Chipps Island.

Introduction

This report summarizes data from the 2011 California Sturgeon Fishing Report Card (Card). The
Card became part of a suite of sport fishing regulations in March 2007 that was intended to
protect California’s year-round white sturgeon fishery while increasing protections for the
federally-threatened green sturgeon population and adding resiliency to the conservation-
dependent white sturgeon population.

The 2011 Card was distributed to any angler at no charge exclusively3 through the Automated
License Data System (ALDS) and was required of every angler — including minors, anglers
fishing only from piers, and anglers fishing on ‘free fishing’ days — to fish for or retain a sturgeon
in California.

Cards included fields for contact information, retained fish, and released fish (Appendix 1). To aid
the Department’s efforts to reduce illegal commercialization of sturgeon and to enforce the daily
and annual bag limits on white sturgeon, the Cards included detachable single-use serially-
numbered Card-specific tags to be placed on fish retained by anglers.

Information on catch of sturgeon from 2011 Cards is complementary to on-going research
conducted by the Department and others and will be used in planned articles and technical
reports.

Card Distribution and Return

Approximately 112,000 Cards were issued to anglers. Anglers began returning Cards almost
immediately after distribution. Cards returned during and after preparation of this report began
were not described here (cutoff date O8-Mar-20121). Nine thousand eight hundred forty-one
(9,841) Cards were returned of which 4,432 had no data (effort but no catch), 3,578 indicated no
fishing effort, and 1,831 had data on sturgeon catch.

Angler Data

The Card included fields for general, personal, and contact information, as well as for catch data
and — if applicable — the code number of any DFG-applied disk tag (Appendix 1). Contact
information included name, street address, and city.

' We are summarizing data at this point because the number of Cards with catch data is (roughly)
the same as previous years and we can only guess how many more Cards will be returned

% See notes 1 and 2 in ‘Length Data’ section

® A small subset of 2010 Cards were issued through ALDS.
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Catch Data

The Card contained three sections for reporting sturgeon catch: (1) Sturgeon Retained, (2)
Sturgeon Released (no reward disk present), and (3) Sturgeon Released (reward disk present).
These sections included fields to report month, day, location, and reward disk number. The
‘Sturgeon Retained’ section also contained a field for reporting length and reminded anglers that
only white sturgeon 44—66 inches total length may be retained. The ‘Sturgeon Released (no
reward disk present)’ section also contained check boxes for species identification that some
anglers also used to report fish length.

Thirty-two (32) anglers each caught one tagged sturgeon (Table 1). One of the 32 anglers
reported catching (and releasing) the same tagged fish (HH1001?) on three separate occasions,
and this tagged fish also was reportedly caught and released by two other anglers (Table 1). Of
the 22 tagged white sturgeon, seven were released and 15 were retained. Of the 12 sturgeon
where species was not given or unknown, all were released. No tagged green sturgeon were
reported. All species were identified as white sturgeon when tagged by the Department (Table

1).

Table 1. Angler-reported tag recaptures from 2011 Card with corresponding CDFG tagging
data; table sorted by date tagged

Angler-reported Tag Recaptures CDFG Tagging Data

Total Tag Date Total  Days at
Date Location Species  Retained Length Species Length large

N Number Tagged )

(inches) (inches)

18-Jan San Pablo Bay Unknown No FF0617 16-Oct-01  White 55 3,381
7-Dec Sacramento River: Red Bluff to Colusa Unknown No HH1001 15-Aug-06  White 49 1,940
16-Dec  Sacramento River: Rio Vista to Chipps Island Unknown No HH1001° 15-Aug-06  White 49 1,949
16-Dec  Sacramento River: Knights Landing to Rio Vista White No HH1001 15-Aug-06  White 49 1,949
20-Dec  Sacramento River: Rio Vista to Chipps Island Unknown No HH1001° 15-Aug-06  White 49 1,953
21-Dec  Sacramento River: Rio Vista to Chipps Island Unknown No HH1001° 15-Aug-06  White 49 1,954
14-Dec  Sacramento River: Knights Landing to Rio Vista Unknown No ST12137 12-Sep-06  White 42 1,919
1-Feb Sacramento River: Knights Landing to Rio Vista Unknown No HH1221 16-Aug-07  White 54 1,265
23-Jul Montezuma Slough White Yes 47 ST12235 6-Sep-07  White 38 1,416
25-Nov  Sacramento River: Rio Vista to Chipps Island White Yes 60 ST12520 10-Sep-07 White 55 1,537
8-Mar Yolo Bypass White Yes 56 FF1534 13-Sep-07  White 56 1,272
30-Dec  Sacramento Deepwater Ship Channel White Yes 66 HH1526 13-Sep-07 White 58 1,569
3-Apr San Pablo Bay White Yes 50 FF1613 20-Aug-08 White 59 956
29-Apr  Sacramento River: Colusa to Knights Landing Unknown No FF1647 29-Aug-08 White 74 973
15-Feb  Sacramento River: Rio Vista to Chipps Island White Yes 60 ST12661 4-Sep-08  White 57 894
25-Dec  Sacramento River: Rio Vista to Chipps Island White No HH1678 16-Sep-08 White 70 1,195
21-May  San Pablo Bay White No ST12421 2-Oct-08  White 43 961
23-Apr Grizzly Bay White Yes 47 FF1446 9-Oct-08  White 44 926
22-Jan Suisun Bay White Yes 49 HH1466 20-Oct-08  White 44 824
4-May Sacramento River: Rio Vista to Chipps Island White Yes 46  FF1598 17-Aug-09  White 41 625
30-Dec  Grizzly Bay White Yes 48 HH1277 18-Aug-09  White 50 864
11-Dec  Sacramento River: Knights Landing to Rio Vista White No ST12700 2-Sep-09  White 44 830
24-Dec  Napa River White Yes 52  FF1792 6-Oct-09  White 47 809
4-Apr San Pablo Bay Unknown No HH1823 21-Oct-09  White 43 530
19-Apr  San Pablo Bay White No ST12824 21-Oct-09  White 48 545
4-Feb Suisun Bay Unknown No FF1870 12-Aug-10  White 41 176
25-Nov  Carquinez Strait White Yes 55 FF1911 27-Sep-10  White 53 424
19-Nov ~ Sacramento River: Rio Vista to Chipps Island White Yes 53 HH1916 28-Sep-10  White 49 417
21-May  Montezuma Slough White No ST12853 14-Oct-10  White 43 219
7-Nov Sacramento River: Rio Vista to Chipps Island White No 58 FF2143 13-Sep-11  White 58 55
12-Nov  Sacramento River: Rio Vista to Chipps Island White Yes 60 ST13157 27-Sep-11  White 59 46
31-Dec  San Francisco Bay: South of Hwy 80 White Yes 47  HH2175 17-Oct-11  White 50 75
27-Mar  San Pablo Bay Unknown No 1843 a White a a
19-Jun San Pablo Bay Unknown No 1856 a White a a

@Cannot determine with partial tag number supplied
bReported by the same angler

Catch data — Anglers reported releasing 89 green sturgeon, while keeping 1,652 white sturgeon
and releasing 3,396 white sturgeon (Table 2). Thirty-two (32) sturgeon were not identified to
species.

4 We contacted (by phone) the 3 anglers who reported catching tagged fish HH1001, but have
not yet been able to confirm the accuracy of their accounts and we believe the accounts are
inaccurate.
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Table 2. White sturgeon and green sturgeon catch reported on 2011 Cards

White Green Unidentified Overall

Sturgeon Sturgeon Sturgeon Total
Measured 1,645 - - 1,645
Retained  Not Measured 7 - - 7
Total 1,652 - - 1,652
Measured 895 27 2 924
Released Not Measured 2,501 62 30 2,593
Total 3,396 89 32 3,517
Overall Total 5,048 89 32 5,169

One thousand two hundred thirty-four (1,234) anglers reported retaining white sturgeon (Table 3;
average of 1.3 sturgeon). Seventy-one (71) anglers retained the limit of three white sturgeon.

One thousand forty-four (1,044) anglers reported releasing white sturgeon (Table 3). Of these
anglers, 71 each released 10-60 fish, and one angler released 79 fish.

Sixty-six (66) anglers reported releasing green sturgeon (Table 3; average of 1.3 sturgeon). Of
these anglers, 14 each released 2-5 fish, and one angler reported releasing five fish.

Table 3. Summary statistics for per-angler catch from 2011 Cards with catch data

Number of Number of Maximum Number of Average Number of
Anglers Sturgeon  Sturgeon per Angler Sturgeon per Angler

Retained White Sturgeon 1,234 1,652 3 1.3
Released White Sturgeon 1,044 3,396 79 3.3
Green Sturgeon 66 89 5 1.3
Unidentified Sturgeon 25 32 4 1.3

Of the 1,817 anglers who caught white sturgeon, 228° anglers retained and released white
sturgeon on the same day (average = 1.6 anglers/day , maximum = 5 anglers/day). Of those 228
anglers, one released nine on the same day. Because the length of sturgeon released was not a
required field on the Card, the number of white sturgeon voluntarily conserved could not be
calculated.

Length data — Green sturgeon total length ranged 13.0-71.0 inches and averaged 31.3 inches
(Figure 1). Retained white sturgeon total length ranged 40.0-66.0 inches (see Notes 1 and 2
below) and averaged 55.0 inches (Figure 2). Released white sturgeon total Iength6 ranged 12.0-
96.0 inches and averaged 42.9 inches (Figure 3).

Lengths of retained white sturgeon were skewed slightly to the lower end of the slot limit (46-66
inches total length; Figure 2). Of the released white sturgeon for which a length measurement
was reported, 174 were within the slot limit (Figure 3), the majority was below the slot limit (N =
600) and 121 were above the slot limit.

® Four individual anglers retained and released white sturgeon on three separate days, 25
individual anglers retained and released white sturgeon on two separate days, and 166 individual
anglers retained and released white sturgeon on one day.

6 Length of released fish is not a required field, but many anglers volunteered the information.
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Note 1: We spoke directly to angler who recorded keeping the 40-inch white sturgeon. The

angler said it was a ‘keeper’, kept the fish, and (although ‘40’ is clearly written on the Card) must
have recorded length incorrectly.

Note 2: Length not recorded for seven retained white sturgeon
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Figure 1. Length frequency distribution of green sturgeon reported on 2011 Cards
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Figure 2. Length frequency distribution of white sturgeon retained as reported on 2011
Cards; figure does not included a 40-inch fish reported as retained by angler
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Figure 3. Length frequency distribution of white sturgeon released as reported on 2011
Cards (dark bars denote slot limit of 46—66 inches TL)
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Seasonality — Catch per month ranged from approximately 10-16% of the total sturgeon catch (N
= 5,169) for each of the following months: January; February; March; April; November; and
December (Table 4). For all other months, catch was < 8.0% of total.

Table 4. Green sturgeon and white sturgeon catch per month for 2011

White Green Unknown Percent
Month Sturgeon  Sturgeon  Sturgeon Catch Total of Total
Not given 23 - 1 24 0.5%
January 629 7 3 639 12.4%
February 678 7 6 691 13.4%
March 590 14 1 605 11.7%
April 594 8 4 606 11.7%
May 404 11 - 415 8.0%
June 367 10 3 380 7.4%
July 179 8 1 188 3.6%
August 88 2 1 91 1.8%
September 124 4 - 128 2.5%
October 281 5 - 286 5.5%
November 562 9 3 574 11.1%
December 529 4 9 542 10.5%
Totals 5,048 89 32 5,169

Location data — Sturgeon were collected from 26’ of the 28 locations listed on the Card (Figure
4; see note below). For the present purposes, locations where 1-50 sturgeon were collected
were grouped as ‘All Other Locations’ (N = 15). Location codes were either not specified or were
illegible (grouped as ‘Unknown’) for 21 retained white sturgeon, 32 released white sturgeon, one
green sturgeon, and one unidentified sturgeon.

Note: Five entries were made for Location 1 (currently not offered as a location choice on the
Card), and one entry was made for Location 1B. Of the five anglers reporting Location 1, one
angler fished Location 3; the others only reported fishing Location 1. The angler reported having
fished Location 1B also fished in Locations 3 and 4, and by the looks of the cross-out on the
Card, may have intended to write ‘3’ instead of “1B’. For summary purposes, we considered all
locations reported as ‘1’ as ‘unknown’.

Catch of green sturgeon was greatest in San Pablo and Suisun bays (Table 5). Catch of white
sturgeon was greatest in Suisun Bay and in the Sacramento River from Rio Vista to Chipps Island
(Tables 6 and 7). Sixty-nine (69) percent of anglers who reported catching white sturgeon (N =
1,256), caught 1-2 fish each (Figure 5).

” Absent were locations ‘24’ — Pacific Ocean (Point Sur to San Diego) and ‘26’ — Klamath River
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Figure 4. Percent of total catch of all sturgeon by location as reported on 2011 Cards
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Figure 5. Frequency distribution of white sturgeon catch per angler as reported on 2011
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at 40 for ease of display
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Table 5. Green sturgeon catch and length statistics by location and season as provided on 2011 Cards. The five locations where total
catch was highest were ranked. Seasons were defined as follows: Winter=December-February, Spring= March-May, Summer=June-
August, Fall=September-November.

Location Location Name Rzr;k Number of Da':lg of Winter  Spring  Summer Fall Total  Number Mlelnn;;jhm Mfg:]g:jhm ALVeirg?he
Code Anglers Catch Catch Catch Catch  Catch Measured . . ;
Catch Capture (inches) (inches) (inches)
Unknown Unknown 1 - - - - 1 1 1 20 20 20.0
1A Sacramento River: Upstream of Red Bluff - - - - - - - -
1B Sacramento River: Red Bluff to Hwy 32 Bridge - - - - > - - -
1C Sacramento River: Hwy 32 Bridge to Colusa - - - - - - - -
2 Sacramento River: Colusa to Knights Landing 4 - - 4 - - 4 -
3 Sacramento River: Knights Landing to Rio Vista 6 - 4 2 - 1 7 3 14 71 343
4 Sacramento River: Rio Vista to Chipps Island 5 6 - 2 1 2 1 6 2 28 29 28.5
5 Feather River 1 - - 1 - - 1 -
6 American River - - - o . - - -
7 Sacramento Deepwater Ship Channel 1 - - - - 1 1 1 21 21 21.0
8 Yolo Bypass - - - = = = - -
9 Montezuma Slough 2 - 2 - - - 2 2 22 24 23.0
10 Napa River 3 = = 4 - - 4 -
11 Petaluma River - - - - - - - -
12 San Joaquin River: Upstream of Hwy 140 Bridge - - - - = = - -
13 San Joaquin River: Hwy 140 Bridge to Stockton - - - - - - - -
14 San Joaquin River: Stockton to Sherman Lake 4 - - 1 1 2 4 -
15 Old River - - - - - - - -
16 San Pablo Bay 1 19 - 6 9 11 2 28 11 21 59 37.5
17 Carquinez Strait 3 6 - 1 3 2 2 8 1 30 30 30.0
18 Suisun Bay 2 15 - 2 8 4 6 20 4 13 27 21.8
19 Grizzly Bay 2 - 1 - - 2 3 2 33 36 345
20 San Francisco Bay: North of Hwy 80 - - - - - = - -
21 San Francisco Bay: South of Hwy 80 - - - - - - - -
22 Pacific Ocean: North of Golden Gate Bridge - - - - - = - -
23 Pacific Ocean: Golden Gate Bridge to Point Sur - - - - - - - -
24 Pacific Ocean: Point Sur to San Diego - - - - = = - -
25 Any reservoir or lake - - - - - - - -
26 Klamath River - - - = = = - -
Totals 70* - 18 33 20 18 89 27

* = 4 anglers fished and caught a green sturgeon at 2 different locations, 62 anglers fished and caught a green sturgeon at 1 location
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Table 6. Retained white sturgeon catch and length statistics by location and season as provided on 2011 Cards. The five locations
where total catch was highest were ranked. Seasons were defined as follows: Winter=December-February, Spring= March-May,
Summer=June-August, Fall=September-November.

Location Location Name Rzr;k Number of Da':lg of Winter  Spring  Summer Fall Total Number Mlelnrg;Jhm Mf;:]g:jhm ALVeirg?he
Code Anglers Catch Catch Catch Catch  Catch Measured . ) }
Catch Capture (inches) (inches) (inches)
Unknown Unknown 21 - 12 6 1 5 24 22 46 66 57.8
1A Sacramento River: Upstream of Red Bluff 5 - 2 2 - 1 5 5 46 60 52.8
1B Sacramento River: Red Bluff to Hwy 32 Bridge 1 - 1 - - - 1 1 49 49 49.0
1C Sacramento River: Hwy 32 Bridge to Colusa 12 - 3 6 1 2 12 12 51 62 55.9
2 Sacramento River: Colusa to Knights Landing 46 - 17 35 - 1 53 51 46 66 56.6
3 Sacramento River: Knights Landing to Rio Vista 2 188 1 125 89 2 40 257 257 46 66 56.8
4 Sacramento River: Rio Vista to Chipps Island 1 224 - 85 75 12 123 295 293 46 66 55.2
5 Feather River 7 - - 9 - - 9 9 47 65 58.3
6 American River 3 - 1 1 - 1 3 & 48 58 53.0
7 Sacramento Deepwater Ship Channel 45 2 27 12 1 13 55 55 46 66 55.2
8 Yolo Bypass 23 - 11 10 - 5 26 26 47 65 57.4
9 Montezuma Slough 41 - 12 17 8 9 46 46 46 66 54.6
10 Napa River 70 - 21 38 22 2 83 83 40 66 541
11 Petaluma River 8 - 1 9 1 1 12 12 46 61 53.9
12 San Joaquin River: Upstream of Hwy 140 Bridge 4 - 1 2 - 1 4 4 52 58 54.2
13 San Joaquin River: Hwy 140 Bridge to Stockton 1 - 1 - - - 1 1 62 62 62.0
14 San Joaquin River: Stockton to Sherman Lake 19 - 9 4 1 9 23 23 47 63 53.4
15 Old River 1 - - - 1 1 2 2 60 61 60.5
16 San Pablo Bay 4 193 1 91 103 42 8 245 245 46 66 53.6
17 Carquinez Strait 5 91 1 10 50 32 16 109 109 46 66 54.9
18 Suisun Bay S 200 - 90 66 30 61 247 246 46 66 543
19 Grizzly Bay 36 - 12 13 5 10 40 40 47 66 53.6
20 San Francisco Bay: North of Hwy 80 10 - 11 1 - 2 14 14 50 61 55.5
21 San Francisco Bay: South of Hwy 80 64 - 60 9 3 13 85 85 46 66 54.6
22 Pacific Ocean: North of Golden Gate Bridge 1 - 1 - - - 1 1 55 55 55.0
23 Pacific Ocean: Golden Gate Bridge to Point Sur - - - - - - - -
24 Pacific Ocean: Point Sur to San Diego - - - - - - - -
25 Any reservoir or lake - - - - - - - -
26 Klamath River - - - - - - - -
Totals 1,314* 5 604 557 162 324 1,652 1,645

* = 2 anglers caught and retained fish at 3 different locations, 76 anglers caught and retained fish at 2 different locations, and 1,156 anglers caught and retained fish at 1 location
Location recorded as "1" (N=1, winter; N=2, spring) included in location Unknown; Location 10 includes fish reported kept at 40 inches
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Table 7. Released white sturgeon catch and length statistics by location and season as provided on 2011 Cards. The five locations

where total catch was highest were ranked. Seasons were defined as follows: Winter=December-February, Spring= March-May,

Summer=June-August, Fall=September-November

Rank

Minimum Maximum Average

Location Location Name of Number of Da':lg of Winter  Spring Summer Fall Total Number Length Length Length
Code Anglers Catch Catch Catch Catch  Catch Measured . ) ;
Catch Capture (inches) (inches) (inches)
Unknown Unknown 18 - 12 6 1 14 33 6 40 57 48.7
1A Sacramento River: Upstream of Red Bluff 1 - 1 - - - 1 1 75 75 75.0
1B Sacramento River: Red Bluff to Hwy 32 Bridge - - - - - - - -
1C Sacramento River: Hwy 32 Bridge to Colusa 5 - 7 5 - - 12 3 46 78 63.3
2 Sacramento River: Colusa to Knights Landing 18 - 1 25 3 - 39 2 76 81 78.5
3 Sacramento River: Knights Landing to Rio Vista 5 119 - 146 61 6 61 274 50 18 84 48.6
4 Sacramento River: Rio Vista to Chipps Island 2 216 2 208 118 32 199 559 88 15 80 43.7
5 Feather River 5 - 3 9 - - 12 -
6 American River - - - - - - - -
7 Sacramento Deepwater Ship Channel 53 - 63 21 2 35 121 28 25 76 42.2
8 Yolo Bypass 14 - 9 13 - 2 24 12 32 86 56.3
9 Montezuma Slough 70 - 48 63 34 27 172 59 20 86 46.8
10 Napa River S 108 - 73 189 149 17 428 199 12 88 40.5
11 Petaluma River 20 - 11 17 - 3 31 10 24 81 44.6
12 San Joaquin River: Upstream of Hwy 140 Bridge 3 - 2 - 3 - 5 -
13 San Joaquin River: Hwy 140 Bridge to Stockton 1 - - - - 1 1 -
14 San Joaquin River: Stockton to Sherman Lake 18 - 11 18 7 7 43 6 22 74 40.7
15 Old River 1 - 4 - 1 1 6 -
16 San Pablo Bay 4 161 - 165 158 76 21 420 82 24 87 441
17 Carquinez Strait 95 6 39 82 43 38 208 34 24 72 39.0
18 Suisun Bay 1 236 O 313 181 95 181 779 233 12 86 37.9
19 Grizzly Bay 56 - 47 47 13 20 127 29 20 96 454
20 San Francisco Bay: North of Hwy 80 8 - 16 1 - 1 18 2 67 77 72.0
21 San Francisco Bay: South of Hwy 80 44 1 43 16 7 15 82 51 20 85 54.8
22 Pacific Ocean: North of Golden Gate Bridge - - - - - - - -
23 Pacific Ocean: Golden Gate Bridge to Point Sur 1 - - 1 - - 1 -
24 Pacific Ocean: Point Sur to San Diego - - - - - - - -
25 Any reservoir or lake - - - - - - - -
26 Klamath River - - - - - - - -
Totals 1,271* 18 1,232 1,031 472 643 3,396 895

* = 3 anglers caught and released fish at 6 different locations, 2 anglers caught and released fish at 5 different locations, 7 anglers caught and released fish at 4 different locations,

22 anglers caught and released fish at 3 different locations, 139 anglers caught and released fish at 2 different locations, and 871 anglers caught and released fish at 1 location

Location recorded as "1" (N=1, spring) included in location Unknown
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Discussion
The 2011 Sturgeon Fishing Report Cards provided pertinent information for relatively little cost.
We recommend continuing use of Sturgeon Fishing Report Cards.

Highlights of information from 2011 Cards include the following:

(1) Nine white sturgeon were reported to have been caught in Location 12 (San Joaquin
River, upstream of Highway 140 Bridge) by 6 anglers. Because occurrence of sturgeon
in this reach of the San Joaquin River is rare, we contacted each of the 6° anglers to
confirm their reporting. We could not make contact with 5 of the 6 (i.e., did not return our
call; number no longer in service). One of the 6 confirmed catching the fish in Location
12.

(2) The fraction of unidentified sturgeon (0.6%) was about half of last year’s record high of
1.3%.

(3) Recapture data (32 disk-tagged fish caught and reported) will be used to augment mark-
recapture data used by the Department’s sturgeon population study, and thus are
important for the precision and perhaps accuracy of estimates of abundance, harvest
rate, and survival rate.

(4) Approximately twice as many 2011 Cards were issued than had been issued in any
previous year, which is likely attributable to use of the ALDS system.

(5) More than half the anglers who fished for sturgeon were not successful and successful
anglers retained on average less than half the annual bag limit of three white sturgeon.
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Appendix 1. Scan of ALDS California Sturgeon Fishing Re
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMEMNT OF FISH AND GAME
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STURGEON FISHING ANGLERS

Title 14, Section 174, 579 and 27 92, of the Califamia Code of
Regulations require that this card be in your possession while
ishing for shwgeon in Califrnia waters and thal you record
your catch and tag esch slurgeon taken in sccordance with
theze instructions. Lise a ball point pen with indelible ink to
make 8 new enlry for each sturgeon retained of released

I you retain & slurgeon, immedistely record the following
information below under the heading STURGEON RE‘MNED
1. Record the month, day_ lecation eode, and the lotal langth
imches) of the sturgeon

2. Use tags in sequential order. Do not remove sturgeon tags.
from the report card unti immedistely peior to aMing to &
shurgeon. Anylags delached fom the report card and not
II'IIIgIU 8 sturgeon shall be considered used and therefore
irrvali

3. Recard the manth, day, location code, and the tolal length
{mehes) of the sturgeon retained on the tag lacated at the
boftom of this card. Using scissors, completely delach the tag
Fom the card and attach it to the sturgeon. To affix the lag a 'zip
e, string. line. or other sustable material shall be passed
m:n‘;’i:‘- tag st the location specified on the lag and stiached
to . -

4. I the sturgeon has & DFG-afxed k. wirite the
roward disk numbar in the space provided.

5. Once a shurgeoh has beon rebained, you must stop Eshing for
shurgean for the day Onee theee sturgoon have been retained.
you must stap Bshing for sturgeon for the remainder of the
cafondar year

IFyou release a sturgeon with no reward disk present,
immaciately iecord the information balow under the heading
STURGEON RELEASED - NO REWARD DISK PRESENT fa
reward disk is presenl recerd the wlormation below, including

STATE OF CALIFORMIA
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
STURGEON FISHING REPORT CARD
Valid 03/14/2012 to 12/31/2012

D-0004009582-8

GO ID: 1019629503

STATE 1D: C333** CA

JOHN DOE

1234 NORTH LANE

ROSEVILLE, CA 95678

SEX: M  HAIR Black EYES Brown

HT: .08 WT 170 DOB 0314/1990

Doc Mo: D-0004009582-8 Dutlet Mo: 310005001
Trans: 00000000281 3441 A42012 B3I AM
141791102
em Fee*
eon eport Ca .1
Total: $0.00

“Includes any applicable application fees, agent handling fees
and license buyer surcharge.

Must have 8 valid sport Bshing license unless under 16 years of
age or fishing from a public pier in ocean walers

STURGEON FISHING REPORT CARD
STURGEON RETAINED (Only white llumm 4666 Inches.

total mhmg be ret: ! n

coog | LENSTH

MonTH| DAy

the reward disk TR U Ry S TURGEDN
RELEASED - REWARD DISK PRESENT.

1. Record the month, day and localion code

2 Indicate the species of sturgeon released by marking an "X in
the WHITE or GREEN column

3. W the sturgeon has a DFG , wirite the

revard disk number in the space provded.

EXAMPLE

While Eshing the Sacramenta River (Rio Vista to Chipps Island)

M December Tth, you catch fw white sturgeon ‘ ufmh you
h a .

MONTH DAY LOCATIONCODE | WHITE | GREEM

STURGEON RELEASED - NO REWARD DISK PRESENT _I

you
sk One sturgeon I leled and hed
white ilurgnnvw rﬂunudlndlhri information would be
recorded as lolows:

STURGEON RETAINED (Only white sturgesn may be retained)

Title 14, Section 1 74 of the California Code of

TOCATION i
wanmi| pay I oor e ki i
2|7 4 527 |
STURGEON RELEASED - REWARD DISK PRESENT
wnurrn'l oAy | R I REWARD DISK MUMBER
12| 7| 4 HH1001

requites you to return this report cord (whether you fished for
shagean of not) by Januaiy 31, 2013, Mail your card 1o
Califoenia DFG Fisheries Branch
Shurgeon Fishing Repon Card

Landing 1o Rio st

0d. Sacramento River. Rio
ista bo Chipps Island

05, Feather River

08. American River

P.O. Box 984200

Sacramento, CA 542442000 |
Code Location Code Locatlon
014 Sacramento River 13, San Joaguin River HWY
Upstream of Red Blufl 140 bridge to Steckon |
01B. Sacramento River: Red 14, San Joaquin River:
Bluff to Hwy 32 bridge Stockton 1o Sherrman Lake
01C. Sacramento River: Hwy 15, Old River
32 bridge to Colusa 16. San Pablo Bay
02. Sacramento River: Colusa 17, Carquinez Strait
1o Knights Landing 18, Suisun Bay
03, Sacramenio River: Knights 19, Grizaly Bay

20. Sen Francisco Bay North
of HWY 80
ZI Sen ancn:a Bay Scuth

2? Px-i; Ocean: North of

OF. Sacramenlo Deepaater Gaolden Gatw Bris
Ship Channel 23, Pacific Ocean; Golden
08, Yelo Bypass Gate Bridge to Paint Sur
09 Montezuma Slough 4. Pacific Ocean: Paint Sur be
10. Napa River San Diege
11. Petaluma River 25, Arry resorvoir of lake
12. San Joaquin River: 26. Kiamath River
Upstream of HWY 140 bridge

RESSNES

White Sturgeon

- 3848 rrachater sl plates
- barbles closer bo lip of sneul than to mouth

"""""H.qm ,\sq
Green Sturgeon

- 2330 mich ateral plates

== barbles closer to mouth than o lip of srout

- green tlripe on the belly.

CUT ALONG LINE TO SEPARATE FROM REPORT CARD

STURGEON RELEASED - REWARD DISK PRESENT
MONTH Day LOCATION CODE | REWARD DISK NUMBER

l _’_]cu:cn HERE IF YOU DID NOT FISH FOR STURGEON

REFER TO THE SPORT FISHNG REGULATIONS FOR SIZE
LIMITS. ONLY ONE STURGEON FISHING REPORT CARD
MaY BE ISSUED PER LICENSE YEAR. CARD CAM NOT BE
TRANSFERRED TO ANOTHER PERSON.

12 STR # D-D004009582:8 - Tagh0d
JOHN DOE . (1018628503)

LENGTH

LOCATION CODE | " ieneH |

|O| MONTH |mr |mcanoucws

12 5TR # D-0004008582-8 - Tagd02
JOHM DOE | (1019628503)

|O| MONTH Imv

12 STR # D-0004009562-8 - Tagl01
JOHN DOE . (1018628503)

|0| MONTH ‘m\f LOCATIONCODE | LENGTH l

=== End of Document D-ODOdm2 8 e

port Card (color = blue-ish grey)

2011 Sturgeon Fishing Report Card:

Preliminary Data Report (23 March 2012)
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